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23 March 2017
Dear Eryl Owain
History of Wales and the new curriculum

Thank you for your letter of 4 February regarding the inclusion of the history of Wales
within the new curriculum. May | first apologise for the delay in responding to you on this
matter.

The Children, Young People and Education Committee is currently scrutinising the
implementation of Successful Futures, and will continue to monitor implementation
regularly. Part of our current scrutiny has been to consider the wider development of the
new curriculum, and the Committee has sought to focus strategically on the way
implementation is being carried out rather than concentrating on specific areas / subjects

to be included in the new curriculum.

However, a consultation undertaken by the Committee during summer 2016 highlighted
a call for greater teaching of Welsh history, and indeed regional and local history. The
Committee recognised this, and has already written to the Cabinet Secretary for Education
regarding this matter. A copy of the Committee’s letter to the Cabinet Secretary, and her
response is attached.

Alongside this, | would like to highlight that a ‘Review of the teaching of history in Wales
to focus on Welsh culture and heritage’was recently included in a list of topics for
potential areas of work by the Assembly’s Culture, Welsh Language and Communications
Committee. While the CWLC Committee is not undertaking work on this matter at
present, it may be a topic it considers within its forward work programme. | have
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therefore copied this letter to the Chair of the Culture, Welsh Language and

Communications Committee for information.

As outlined above, the Children, Young People and Education Committee will monitor
progress on implementation of the new curriculum regularly, and we will look again at
the content of the AoLE as the Welsh Government moves forward with their detailed
development. Any work we undertake on this will accessible on the Committee’s website.

Yours sincerely

Lynne Neagle AC / AM
Cadeirydd / Chair

C.C. Bethan Jenkins — Chair of Culture, Welsh Language and Communications Committee
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I sylw aelodau Pwyllgor Plant, Pob Ifainc ac Addysg

Hanes Cymru a’r Cwricwlwm Newydd
04 Chwefror 2017

Annwyl Lt N»{M\U.

Croesawyd gennym ddatganiad y Gweinidog Addysg ar y pryd, Huw Lewis, ym Mawrth
2014 ei fod am “weld cwricwlwm unigryw yn cael ei ddatblygu i Gymru” ac argymbhelliad
adroddiad yr Athro Donaldson, Dyfodol Liwyddiannus, yn Chwefror 2015 y dylid creu
strwythur a fyddai’n gwneud hynny’n bosibl. Ond nid ydym yn hyderus bod sylw digonol yn
cael ei roi i bwysigrwydd y dimensiwn Cymreig a hanes Cymru yn benodol oddi mewn i’r
cwricwlwm newydd sydd yn y broses o gael et ddatblygu.

Er bod Dyfodol Liwyddiannus yn cyfeirio at y dimensiwn Cymreig, gwneir hynny yng ngyd-
destun “iaith a diwylliant” yn unig. Arwynebol iawn yw’r cyfeiriad y dylai pob un o’r Chwe
Maes Dysgu a Phrofiad gynnwys dimensiwn Cymreig. :

Deallwn o’r Cynllun Gweithredu, Cwricwlwm i Gymru, Cwricwlwm am QOes, (Hydref 2015)
y bydd symud graddol o’r cwricwlwm presennol 1’r cwricwlwm newydd ac y bydd gan yr
Ysgolion Arloesi ran allweddol yn ffurfio’r fframwaith a fydd ar gael i ysgolion. Ar un ystyr,
mae rhoi r6l flaenllaw i athrawon lunio cwricwlwm newydd i°w groesawu Ond mae gennym
bryderon mawr am faint o sylw a roddir 1 hanes Cymru os nad yw ’r ysgolion arloem wed1
derbyn arweiniad a chyfarwyddyd clir.

Sail ein pryder yw canfyddiadau tasglu dan gadeiryddiaeth Dr Elin Jones (¥ Cwricwlwm
Cymreig, stori a hanes Cymru, Medi 2013) mai annigonol iawn yw’r sylw a roddir i hanes
Cymru ac, yn wir, bod hanes Cymru’n cael ei anwybyddu i raddau helaeth, os nad yn llwyr,
mewn llawer o ysgolion. Hyderwn y cytunwch na ddylai hyn barhau ac y dylai disgyblion
ysgolion Cymru ddysgu am hanes eu gwlad.

Nid oes unrhyw dystiolaeth i awgrymu bod y sefylifa anfoddhaol hon wedi newid o gwbl er
2013. Yn wir, mae lle i bryderu bod llai o sylw i hanes Cymru wrth 1 ysgolion, mewn ymgais
1 weithredu’n unol 4 meddylfryd Dyfodol Liwyddianus, ddefnyddio adnoddau o Loegr ar
gyfer dysgu hanes, adnoddau sydd a4 phwyslais naturiol ar hanes Lloegr.








